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Before using this template, download and 
install the Montserrat font:
https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Montserrat

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Beginning Farmer/Grower Opportunities
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• Who and How NRCS operates

• What is Beginning Farmer & Small Scale/Urban/Specialty

• Funding Programs

• Inflation Reduction Act & Farm Bill status

• Partners / your team

• Other items?

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Darrel DuVall

Husband

Father

Foster Parent

NRCS Outreach Coordinator

30 yrs with NRCS

Farmer...
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High Tunnel – since 2012
-using Cover Crop 

for remedial
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Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

1933 Soil Erosion Service > ‘85 Farm Bill > 
1994 Natural Resources Conservation Service

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Why are you here?
What are you interested in?
What did you hear that USDA can help with?
What is a need of yours? Goals? 
Who told you to come?
Are you considering new small scale/urban/specialty…
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page 18 of…

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Conservation Planning process
• Assessing Natural 

Resources, Concerns & 
Opportunities

• Developing Your 
Conservation Plan

• Implementing Conservation 
Practices
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o Objectives and Goals

o Aerial photo

o Soil map and descriptions

o Inventory data, forage potential

o Chosen Treatment decisions

o Location and schedule of practices

o Operation and maintenance

Conservation Plan includes:

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

What is a Beginning Farmer/Rancher (grower) and Why Care?
May include specialty growers, new small 
acreage business… or legacy farmers

Less than 10 consecutive years 
• NRCS, FSA 10 total, RMA 5

• Increased payment rates

• Dedicated funding pools

• Advance payment 

• In 2024 SD  > 173 BFR contracts =  >$16M
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• Includes specialty growers

• Includes small acreage business

• May include ‘stacked’ enterprise

• Reserved funding pools

• Minimum payments($4500, EQIP adjusted payment scenarios)

• In SD (in 2024 > 47 High Tunnels obligated in 2024.
• Plus supporting practices such as micro irrigation….

What is Small Scale/Urban/Specialty Growers 
and Why Care?

Small Scale. 
Stacked Enterprise.
Specialty Crop.
Urban Ag.

Who is the ‘operator’ 
for this business?... 
Beginning Farmer?
Urban Farmer
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Financial Assistance Programs 
page 20-21, 23 of ‘Get Started...’

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

• installing infrastructure or 

• initiating management practice. 
• Advance Payment and Assignment of Payment

• Higher payment rates

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Examples:
• Crossfence, pipeline & tank to manage grazing on grass or 

cropland.

• Grass or shrub plantings to benefit soil, livestock, wildlife 
…and more.

• Adding small grain or cover crops to rotation

• Transitioning to organic

• High tunnels with water catchment and …
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Examples:
• Managing invading cedar trees onto grazingland

• Soil testing for fertilizer plans

• Reducing tillage

• Dealing with top soil loss

• Adding forage

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Financial Assistance Programs 
page 20-21 of ‘Get Started...’

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
maintain and adopt management:
• shorter grazing periods or grazing cover crop, 

• enhanced cropland rotations 

• pesticide management 

• variable rate fertilizer
With 5-years of earnings
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Inflation Reduction Act
2018 Farm Bill extension

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

who is the 
operator…..
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Financial Assistance Programs
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 
(ACEP) permanent or 30 year 

• Ag Land Easement (ALE)

• Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE)

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Financial Assistance Programs

Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) > partner-driven solutions

• RCPP Classic: uses NRCS programs and 
easements in collaboration with lead partner.

• RCPP Alternative Funding Arrangement 
(AFA) allows lead partner to work directly with 
agriculture customers to implement conservation 
efforts. 
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Financial Assistance Programs 

Conservation Collaboration 
Cooperative Agreement (CCCA)

• Leverage NRCS and partner’s 
resources to help NRCS 
address mission and goals

• Increase technical capacity

of NRCS

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Financial Assistance Programs 

Conservation Innovation Grant 
(CIG)

• Stimulate development and adoption of 
innovative approaches and 
technologies.

• Lead to accepted 
approaches/practices.

• 1-3 years
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See pages 20 –
21 of ‘Get 
Started; A 
Guide for 
USDA 
Resources…’ 
for additional 
financial 
programs and 
information

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

• Partners / your team
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find your Network & Mentors & Partners
ConservationSouth Dakota 

Grassland Coalition

South Dakota 
Specialty 

Producers 

South Dakota Soil 
Health Coalition

Pheasants Forever 
biologists

SD Association of 
Conservation 

Districts

Conservation 
Districts

North Central 
Regional Food 
Business Hub

Other USDA 
agencies

Mentor 
volunteers

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center
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Add growing connections graphic with BFR 
numbers postcard
Growing connections book
How to sign up
HSAH

On-Site Technical assistance: partners

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

• Who and How NRCS operates

• What is Beginning Farmer & Small Scale/Urban/Specialty

• Funding Programs

• Inflation Reduction Act & Farm Bill status

• Partners / your team

• NEXT STEPS >

29

30



4/16/2025

16

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

What does this mean for you?

• Visit your local NRCS office today!

• applications accepted year-round for future 
funding cycles. 

• Come with your ideas for ….

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Conservation Plan includes:
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
FSA | NRCS | RMA | Business Center

Darrel DuVall, State Outreach Coordinator

605-530-5045

darrel.duvall@usda.gov

Tony Sunseri, State Conservationist

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Federal Building, 200 Fourth Street, SW

Huron, SD  57350

Phone: (605) 352-1200

www.sd.nrcs.usda.gov

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, and Lender.
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FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
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Long Title of Presentation 
Alternative
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