
7:30-8:00 a.m. Registration

8:00-8:20 a.m. Introductions and Welcome, Cindy Zenk and Brian Johnson, SDSHC

8:20-8:50 a.m. Visions and Goals, Austin Carlson, SDSHC

8:50-9:15 a.m. Basic Soils: Understanding Soil Types & Functions, Nathan Jones, NRCS

9:15-9:45 a.m. Soil Health System: 5 Principles, Kent Vlieger, NRCS

9:45-10:00 a.m. Break and Load Bus

10:00-10:20 a.m. Travel to Field

10:20-11:00 a.m. Soil Pit: Salinity, Roots, Biology, and Geology, Nathan Jones and Craig 
Veldkamp, NRCS

11:00-11:20 a.m. Basic Field Assessments (10 minutes each)
• Infiltration Ring, Kent Vlieger, NRCS; and Wyatt Johnson, SDSHC
• Slump test – Aggregate Stability, Candy Thomas, Soil Caretaker Services LLC; and Courtney 

Geppert, SDSHC

11:20 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Livestock Integration, Tanse Herrmann, NRCS; and SDSHC Directors

12:00-12:20 p.m. Return to Hotel

12:20-12:50 p.m. Lunch

12:50-1:35 p.m. Residue, Soil Biology, and Systems Approach, Paul Jasa, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln (ret.)

1:35-2:20 p.m. Understanding Soil Tests, Ray Ward, Ward Laboratories

2:20-3:05 p.m. Soil Biology, Candy Thomas, Soil Caretaker Services LLC

3:05-3:20 p.m. Break 

3:20-4:05 p.m. Breakout Sessions (choose one):
• Planting and Fertilizer Placement, Anthony Bly, SDSU Extension
• Compost and Mulch – Garden/Small Scale Ag Session, Chris Goldade, SDSHC

4:05-4:50 p.m. Soil Salinity Management, Lee Briese, Centrol Crop Consulting

4:50-5:25 p.m. Rainfall Simulator, Tanse Hermann and Kent Vlieger, NRCS

5:25-6:25 p.m. Dinner and Dale Demonstration Farm and Cain Creek, Kent Vlieger, NRCS

6:25-7:35 p.m. Healthy Soil, Healthy Plants, Healthy People, Healthy Communities,  
Ray Ward, Dwayne Beck, Lee Briese, and Kevin Sedivec

2025 Soil Health School Agenda
Wednesday, September 3

A total of 21 Certified Crop Adviser continuing education units are 
available for this event. See last page of agenda for full list.



2025 Soil Health School Agenda
Thursday, September 4

7:30-8:20 a.m. No-till and Crop Diversity, Dwayne Beck, Dakota Lakes Research Farm

8:20-9:10 a.m. Healthy Soil Concepts, Peter Sexton, SDSU Extension

9:10-9:25 a.m. Break and Load Bus

9:25-9:45 a.m. Choose Field Option and Travel to Field

Crops and Livestock Option

9:45-10:15 a.m. Check Livestock and Adjust Fence, Tanse Herrmann, NRCS
10:15-10:45 a.m. Cover Crops, Eric Barsness, NRCS
10:45-11:20 a.m. Interseeded Corn, Kent Vlieger, NRCS
11:20 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Grazing Cover Crops: Nutrition & Concerns, Kevin Sedivec, NDSU

Garden/Small Scale Ag Option

9:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Tour Beadle Conservation District High Tunnel & Garden,  
Chris Goldade and Wyatt Johnson, SDSHC

12:00-12:20 p.m. Return to Hotel

12:20-12:50 p.m. Lunch

12:50-1:30 p.m. Managing for Beneficial Insects, Philip Rozeboom, SDSU Extension

1:30-2:10 p.m. Breakout Session One (Choose One)
• Virtual Fencing, Logan Vandermark, SDSU Extension
• Cover Crop Mixes, Courtney Geppert, SDSHC; and Eric Barsness, NRCS

2:10-2:50 p.m. Breakout Session Two (Choose One)
• Manure Management and Soil Health, John Lentz and Jason Gilb, NRCS
• Temporary Fencing & Rotational Grazing, Austin Carlson and Shawn Freeland, SDSHC

2:50-3:05 p.m. Break

3:05-3:55 p.m. Breakout Session Three (Choose One)
• Equipment Management for Success, Paul Jasa, University of Nebraska-Lincoln (ret.)
• Irrigation and Small Scale Ag Tools, Chris Goldade, SDSHC

3:55-4:35 p.m. Range and Grassland Health, Tanse Herrmann and Emily Rohrer, NRCS

4:35-5:00 p.m. Wind Erosion Demonstration, Candy Thomas, Soil Caretaker Services LLC

5:00-6:00 p.m. Dinner

6:00-7:15 p.m. How to Implement Soil Health Discussion



7:30-8:10 a.m. Soil Health Economics, Victor Tuschen, NRCS

8:10-8:30 a.m. Producer Perspective: Soil Health Economics, David Kruger

8:30-9:20 a.m. Breakout Session One (Choose One)
• Nutritional Value of Native Forbs for Grazing, Kevin Sedivec, NDSU
• SD Fresh Connect & Marketing Garden Produce, Chris Goldade and Wyatt Johnson, SDSHC

9:20-10:10 a.m. Soil Carbon, Ray Ward, Ward Laboratories

10:10-10:20 a.m. Break and Load Bus

10:20-10:40 a.m. Travel to Field

10:40-11:10 a.m. Check Livestock, Tanse Herrmann, NRCS

11:10-11:50 a.m. Cover Crop and Herbicide Interaction Plot, Austin Carlson, SDSHC; and 
Anthony Bly, SDSU Extension

11:50 a.m.-12:10 p.m. Return to Hotel

12:10-12:40 p.m. Lunch

12:40-1:25 p.m. Building Your System, Lee Briese, Centrol Crop Consulting

1:25-1:45 p.m. Goals, Certificates, and Wrap Up, Brian Johnson, SDSHC

2025 Soil Health School Agenda
Friday, September 5

Certified Crop Adviser Continuing Education Units

• Nutrient Management: 5
• Soil & Water Management: 4.5
• Integrated Pest Management: 1
• Crop Management: 3
• Professional Development: 0
• Manure Management: 0
• Sustainability: 6
• Precision Ag: 1.5


