
TENTH ANNUAL 

SDSHC 
 Soil Health Conference

January 13-14 
2026

Best Western Aberdeen
1400 8th Ave NW
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Questions?  
CONTACT OUR TEAM:

Cindy Zenk, SDSHC  
Executive Director
(605) 280-4190  
sdsoilhealth@gmail.com 

Stan Wise, SDSHC 
Communications Coordinator
(605) 368-4091 
stan@sdsoil.org 

Courtney Geppert, SDSHC  
Soil Health Technician
(507) 201-5098 
courtney@sdsoil.org

INCLUDED WITHIN THIS 
SPONSORSHIP PACKET:

•	 A detailed list of sponsorship 
levels and the opportunities 
they provide

•	 Information regarding who 
normally attends

•	 General conference agenda 
and map of venue

•	 The paperwork necessary 
to reserve your 
sponsorship today!

Each year the South Dakota Soil Health Coalition 
(SDSHC) hosts a conference to bring regional and international soil 
health experts to South Dakota, providing agricultural producers, 
business professionals, agency personnel, students, and all others 
interested, the opportunity to learn about the importance and 
functions of our soils. Soil is the foundation of all life, and the need 
to protect this valuable resource and increase its health is only 
growing!

This two-day conference provides a unique opportunity for your 
business or organization to interact with participants and to reach 
them with information about the services you provide and your 
connection to the soil health movement. Past conferences have 
drawn approximately 400 attendees, with a larger portion each 
year identifying themselves as agricultural producers or landowners 
and a majority of the remainder consisting of conservation 
professionals and students.

The 2026 Soil Health Conference will be held at the Best Western 
Aberdeen Hotel and Aberdeen Event Center, a spacious venue 
which will allow for a full day and a half of speaker sessions, 
awards, producer panels, and time to engage with sponsors. This 
conference features many speakers including Jay Fuhrer, noted 
conservationist at Menoken Farm in North Dakota; Dr. Lee Briese, 
North Dakota crop consultant specializing in regenerative ag; Blake 
Vince, 5th generation regenerative farmer in Ontario; and Dr. Randy 
Jackson, professor of grassland ecology at University of Wisconsin-
Madison and director for the Grassland 2.0 project! Join us and be 
a part of our 2025 Soil Health Conference!



SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

• 8X8 standard size booth space 

• Two complimentary conference registrations and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

• Business or organization announced as break sponsor

• 10x10 or custom larger size booth space

• Three complimentary conference registrations and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

• Business or organization announced as break sponsor

• One ticket to closed dinner with conference speakers and SD Soil 
Health Coalition Board Members the first evening

• 10x10 or custom larger size booth space

• Four complimentary conference registrations and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

• Business or organization announced as break sponsor

• Two tickets to closed dinner with conference speakers and SD Soil 
Health Coalition Board Members the first evening

• 12x12 or custom larger size booth space

• Four complimentary conference registrations and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

• Business or organization announced as break sponsor

• Up to four tickets to closed dinner with conference speakers and 
SD Soil Health Coalition Board Members the first evening

• Speaker sponsor —highlighted during conference

• Opportunity to address the crowd for three minutes  
prior to the speaker

• 12x12 or custom larger size booth space

• Four complimentary conference registrations and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

• Business or organization announced as break sponsor

• Up to four tickets to closed dinner with conference speakers and 
SD Soil Health Coalition Board Members the first evening

FULL SYSTEMS
APPROACH

$2,500

LEGACY

$5,000

ADOPTER

$1,500

INTEGRATOR

$1,000

BUILDER

$400
• 8X8 standard size booth space

• One complimentary conference registration and included meals

• Logo on promotional materials

INNOVATOR

$800



Attendance of the Soil Health Conference by 
agricultural producers has continually grown each year that the 
event has been held. Our target audience is first and foremost the 
landowners and operators that make the everyday management 
decisions out on the landscape, technical and agency personnel 
that help to provide them with assistance and information, as well 
as the students who will become the decision makers of tomorrow.

The sponsors of this event in previous years have indicated that 
they would be interested in sponsoring and exhibiting in future 
years.
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Jan. 12:
Closed Dinner: Speakers, High-Level Sponsors,  
and SDSHC Board

Jan. 13:
Registration
Welcome
First Speaker
Award Presentations, Farm Panel, Second Speaker Session
Meet and Greet Social With Speakers and SDSHC Board
Round Table Discussions

Jan. 14:
Registration

Annual Meeting and Year In Review
Convention Hall Presentation
Concurrent Breakout Sessions
Lunch, Award Presentation
Concurrent Breakout Sessions
Convention Hall Presentation
Speaker Panel
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SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
• Jay Fuhrer, noted 
conservationist at 
Menoken Farm in North 
Dakota and retired NRCS 
soil health specialist.

• Dr. Lee Briese, 
North Dakota crop 
consultant specializing in 
regenerative ag.

• Blake Vince, 5th 
generation farmer 
in Ontario focused 
regenerative ag practices.

• Dr. Randy Jackson, 
professor of grassland 
ecology at University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and 
director for the Grassland 
2.0 project.

VENUE & ACCOMMODATIONS:

Best Western Aberdeen
1400 8th Ave NW, Aberdeen, SD 57401
(605) 229-4040
A block of rooms has been reserved at the rate of $119.99. 
Please mention you are booking a room for the SDSHC Soil 
Health Conference.

Watch for the 
complete list 
of speakers 
once the full 

agenda is 
released!



TENTH ANNUAL 

SDSHC 

 Soil Health Conference

Best Western Aberdeen  
Aberdeen Event Center

1400 8th Ave NW

Best Western Ramkota Hotel • (605) 229-4040

Ramkota Hotel
Aberdeen, South Dakota

FACILITY GUIDE

Best Western Ramkota Hotel • (605) 229-4040



Company/Organization:

Name of Person Attending: (First)				   (Last)

Address:

City:				                  State:	               Zip:	

Email:							       Phone:

Sponsorship Amount $	

Electrical hook up required:	   yes		  no	

Please list additional attendees whose registration will be covered by the 
sponsorship level you have selected:

•	 RETURN Agreement by December 1, 2025.  
Questions call 605-280-4190.

•	 Please notify SDSHC if additional tables or  
chairs are needed.

•	 Exhibit space assignments are based on size, electrical 
need, and date agreements are received.

•	 Please add $50 for late registration of sponsorship

•	 Provide a high quality version of your logo to Stan 
Wise, Communications Coordinator, by December 1st at 
stan@sdsoil.org

Payment Type: 		  Enclosed Check

Electronic Payment

Thank you for supporting this event! We look forward to your participation and 
promotion of the conference to your members, customers, & clientele.

Mail check to SD Soil Health Coalition, 43968 139th Street, 
Webster, SD 57274.

Electronic payments can be made on our website at  

www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/soil-health-conference/sponsors/

SAVE THE DATE
2027 Soil Health Conference 

January 26-27, 2027 
Best Western Plus Ramkota Hotel — Sioux Falls, SD

SD Soil Health Coalition, SDSU Extension, SDACD, U.S. Dept of Agriculture are Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employers
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https://www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org/soil-health-conference/sponsors/


SOIL COVER: Keep plant residues 
on the soil surface. Look down, what 
percentage of your soil is protected by 
residue? Erosion needs to be minimized 
before you can start building soil health.

LIMITED DISTURBANCE: Minimize 
physical, chemical, and biological 
disturbance as much as possible. You 
will start building soil aggregates, pore 
spaces, soil biology, and organic matter.

DIVERSITY: Try to mimic nature. 
Use cool and warm season grasses and 
broadleaf plants as much as possible, 
with three or more crops and cover crops 
in rotation. Grassland and cropland plant 
diversity increases soil and animal health.

INTEGRATING LIVESTOCK:  
Fall/winter grazing of cover crops and 
crop residue increases livestock’s plane 
of nutrition at a time when pasture 
forage quality can be low, increases 
the soil biological activity on cropland, 
and improves nutrient cycling. Proper 
grassland management improves 
soil health.

LIVING ROOTS: Keep plants growing 
throughout the year to feed the soil. 
Cover crops can add carbon to the soil, 
providing a great food source for micro-
organisms. Try to add a perennial to your 
system. Start small to find the best fit for 
your operation.

Builds 
organic 
matter which 
retains and cycles 
nitrogen and 
sequesters carbon; which in turn 
reduces fertilizer and fuel costs.

Improves 
water 
infiltration and 
retention which 

helps to better manage the effects 
of flood or drought and improves 
trafficability.

Healthy soils 
filter and 
clean water  
that moves through  
it, for improved  
water quality.

Stabilizes soil 
aggregates 
which improves 
resistance to erosion 
by wind and water.

Enhances 
wildlife 
habitat 
and balances 
the biological 
community  
above and  
below ground.

Soil Health Principles & Benefits

For More Information Visit www.sdsoilhealthcoalition.org
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